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Single detached house into an 8 en-suite bed HMO with a 2-bed apartment in the basement.
The building is located in a mostly residential part of East Wigan. The has a mixture of modern and
period properties ranging from terraced to fully detached most of which are in newer housing
developments. The proposed changes involved converting the large Victorian detached house into
an 8 -bedroom HMO (housing of Multiple Occupation) with a communal living area and kitchen
space. With the addition of a 2-bedroom apartment on the lower ground/basement floor. The site
included parking spots, a garage and a rear garden that could be used by the occupants.
Wigan is an industrial town and many of the residential buildings were erected in the 19/20th
century to support the influx of factory workers that arrived as the town developed. Although many
of the original buildings in the area were brought down and redeveloped into new housing schemes
or industrial estates the 85 Bell Green survived. Its presence on the street scene and architectural
style pays homage to the history of the town. The house originally had living spaces, a reception
room a kitchen dining room on the ground floor. The first floor consisted of the 3 large bedrooms, a
family bathroom and a wc, with 2nd floor having an additional 2 unutilised rooms.
To maximise the vast amount of space the period property provided the client chose to create and
apartment on the basement floor with the rest of the house being used for the HMO. The basement
space was divided to create 2 en-suite bedrooms, one at the front and the other at the rear of the
property. The rest of the space was split up to create the bathroom and kitchen /living space for the
apartment. The rooms were strategically position near existing openings to allow the most amount
of natural light to enter habitable spaces. Access to the apartment would be gained from the main
corridor/lobby on the ground floor.
For the HMO the reception room would be split up to create 2 en-suite bedrooms with the kitchen
and living room remaining as existing. The kitchen and living room would be shared communal
spaces for the HMO residents. Access to the rear garden would also be available through the
kitchen. The first floor would have all the existing rooms turned into en-suite bedrooms, the existing
bathroom and wc would be converted into the additional totalling the rooms on the floor to 4. The
final 2 rooms on the top floor would also become en-suite rooms bring the total amount of
bedrooms in the HMO rooms to 8. In the process of designing the layouts local planning policies and
national space standards were referred to at all stages to ensure the rooms would meet the
minimum requirements set.
The clients brief required us to preserve as much of the original fabric of the building as possible. No
structural walls were altered in the design process and including any of the external walls. This
meant the visual character of the building would remain unharmed and any the changes could easily
be reversed in the future if the owner needed to.
Additional building regulation drawings were requested by the client after planning approval was
received from the council. Building regulation drawings detail the proposal for contractors and
builders to work form during the construction phase. These drawings are also required by building
control officers to ensure the work carried out meets the national standards.

